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bution of presents will

s page 5, eslumn 3

Wife, as Judge, Jails Husband  BURGLAR HUNT
For 30 Days as _Christmas Gitt FREES WOMEN

Magistrate, Expecting Her in Holiday Spirit to Suggest
Parole. Is Shocked When She Says “'Six Months."

Five More than Maximum

ity arg of Christmas as 1t mas time. and | am not geing o sen-
whosBe rouna sireet corners, but no | tence him myeelf 1 am going to let
al e ¥ Yulutide carol sounded in| ypu say what is Lo he done with him'
e il nna Smith, alone in The mar looked toward hin wife anid
" % it 21 West End| grinned slyly. His blosted face had
enue. ¥ ked at the ek and  1omt it losk of fear and now wore onc
nRit fes of ennfidence
Parbap her hushar vould bring WL eile woria daead Rim. ber-Tuta
back the to he had given him the | pule
> b Perhaps in a little - - :
ke RONE AN K eavy drsE Giiven Siz Montha' Sentence
gng feet on the stairs and the fum- “Can | do anything that T please
bling &t the Inteh. that could mean! With him " she faltered to the magis-
o pre nk. She shoddered as ahe| trate, and when he had reassured her
ougn Her children were asleep, ® 1ook mimeat holy spremd over her
ming s stian of reindeer. 1| Tade
ar Chr as tine “| wentence him ‘o xix months or
Fears started to her eyes. and then | the isiand,” eaid Mrs. Anna Smith, “1"
he heard the sound of feet on the| teach him to swear at me’"
stxirway, hes dragging feet ‘But,” the magistrate proteated,

Mo Tows in His Arms

here were no tove in her hushand's
arme whern Re stumbled inte the “nom
The w epoke tn him timidls He
rned ruoTe hor he cringed,
Byt he
A frightene WOMmat aced her now
aher b | n the West Side Court
aRtAre Magistrate Deuel cut short
[ " ring of excuses
- & vard " shrinking
Ture
“You bard heen  hrought
here 1 1 .
¥ k charged w=ith
ntoxicention and disorderly conduret. 1
derstend t} I vas maltreating
1 6 ] -‘{.‘ te Linrist.

AT 105 SHE PREPARES
FOR HER XMAS DINNER

Mrs. Hennett Will Entertain at Her
Cottage in Brooklyvn
It wns Mrs. Alice Bennett's 1056th
birthday vesterday, and she spent it in
the cottape at 152 Wehster Avenue,
Prookivy, that is her home, preparing
or the real ce stion which will take
piace to-dax had pies 1o hake, a
wontyv-fivepound turkey to stuff and
umerahls other “chores™
I the midet of her fragrant prepa
rat:ons pome of the twenty-five grest
great, gpreat and just plain grandchil-

Chrintmas dinner
with her hegan to Until nearly
Bennett and her daugh-
lives with her, were the

dran who wers to it

ArFive
midnight Mre
ter Mary., whe
fo of the party
Vs, Bernett is the widow of Thomas
farmer, who died

"Istbush
When they moved

Hennetl, a |

fortv-two Years ago.
to the cottage, with its flower gardens
more than fifty yesre ago, there wa2
. 5 houre =ight Now apart
nt houses loom close by and the
hkbharhaod i= populous

MEMBER OF TTH,
JILTED WHILE AT
BORDER. ENDS LIFE

Dons Uniform and Turns On Gas |

Afier Reading Letter of
Girl's Wedding

Navior, ir, a member of the

ra B
ith Hegiment, was found sesterday
morning, in full wniform dead from
gan in the kitchen of b hame, at
201 Fremont Street, Peekskill In his
desk was n letter he had received the
night before fror farmer fiancee
Mise Mildred Barger, of 312 Walnut
“treet, Peeksk he wrote tha!
g hisx sbxence at the border, she

had mareied John Mellord, of Brook-
l«n was flowing from the burner
of the gas stove and from several jots
the roon Afier finding the letter
Coroner Forshay expressed the opinion

had been

hat it pro
of the youn taking his hfe.
During the g. the (oroner
eatned, Nuyler got out a revolver and
pent considerabid
ept the same TOOM
! got up during the ni
ut n wakening nt
1 Wl hf“:

roused hin sister

he odor of gn
y-8lx years old

Mr, Naylor

He was emploved hy

was twen

Central Railroad in its offices at the
Grand Central Terminal He was &
wember of the fire depariment aof

l.':;.‘.‘.;:-:.-r of Mr. and Mrs. MeCord or
f vherr wedding could be obtiined in
T Rl;
RED BALL UP AT
VAN CORTLANDT PARK

Hrooklyn [ast

Forecaster Promises Snow for New

Fngland and (reat lLakes
The lake at Van Cortlundt Park will

he thrown open for skating at 8 o'clock

this morning, Thomas W Whittle,
Tark Commissioner of The Bronx, an-

nounced yestords
This Chris w T white onf
rtainly in Northern New England
the Great Lakes region and likely

Siates, mecord

e Middle Atlantic
ng Lo Iest ight's weather forecust
om Waskington. However, the snow
soked for in the Middle Atlantic States
may turn inte rain

Fair weather and moderate tampera
turcs Are promised for other sections
ecast of the Mississippi

93D DELAYED IN
STARTING HOMEWARD

Regiment May Not Leave Border

Station Until To-morrow
Dec

Pharr, Tex., 24.~The

& Infantry, scheduled to leave here
v for home, will not depurt before
to-morrow, and possibly as late as
Tuesday, 1t was announced at head-
uarters to-night. No reason for the

elay was given.

23d New |

uren

“that is far ton heavy a nenalty for a

firat offence”

“Four months then” Mre Smith
suggrsted

“Ng it's tos mueh,” the amazed court
eaid AEAIn .

“Well, will you please tell me,~ the
woman interponed sharply, “for how
much 1 ean nend him up”

Thirty daye is the marximum sen-

like to

tence, but T thought that you'd

| have him paroled”

“Thirty days.” =aid Mra Anna Smith,
firmly

The wind sang of Chrisimas as
whooped around street corners, and an
answering esrol sounded in the heart
Anna Smith, sitting nlone in

of Mrs | -
her dingy apartment at 21 West End
Avenae. She looked st the calendar

half-fearfully

and smiled,

PRESIDENT SINGS

IN XMAS CHORUS

With Mrs. Wilson, He
Joins in Carols on Treas-
ury Building Steps

Frar The Tribume Bureau

Washington. Dee. 24 The President
and Mrs, Wilson and their household
weleomed the Christmsa spirit along
with members of the Cabinet, diplo-
motx- and-others-in and out of official
lite. and the hollday is being cele-
brated s the prosperity of the coun-
try demands

The President and his wife attended
& rommunity Christmas eve celebration
here ta-day and for more than an hour
<tood on the steps of the Treasury De-
vartment singing Christmas esrols with
<pveral thousand men, women and chil-
With them were Francis B. Bayre

and Mrs. Sagre. Miss Margaret Wilson

| was one of the leaders of the singing

the cause |

!

| brightly to-night, and

and Secretary and Mrs. MeAdoo =tood
with her

The celebration, held
spiees of the Washington Plargrounds
Arsocintion, was participated in by Boy

under the an-

and Girl Scouts
Wilson Talks with Children
to

President had not planned

just hefors the singing be-

The

attend, but

gan he walked over from the Whits
House with members of his family. A
sheet of music wan handed to him. At
ntervals he and Mrs. Wilson talked

with the children and wished them a

Merry Christmas

This morning the*President and Mra.
Wilson went to church and in the even-
ing they visited relatives

A huge fir tree has been set up 1n
the lihrary st the White House and
hundreds of tiny elegtric lights will be
switched on yevealing a
wealth of glittering tinsel. There will
be quantities of toys for little Ellen A.
MeAdoo, the President's granddaugh
ter, and his grandniece, Josephine Coth-
ron. (ither children have been invited

Mins Margaret Wilson, with Mise
Helen Woodrow Bones, has superin
tended the erection of the tree and has
purchased most of the tovs for the
children,

to-marrow,

The Secretnry of the Treasury and
Mrs. McAdon will have the largest
Christmas party of the Cabinet to-

morrow, and a giant tree will be light-
od there for Fllen McAdoo and her
stepniece, Nona Martin, who with her
mother, Mrs. C. Taber Martin, is spend-
ing the holidays in Washington.

The Seeretary of the Navy and Mrs,
Daniels have a Iarge family house
party and will light a tree to-morrow,
as will the Secretary of War and Mrs.
Baker and the Secretary of Agriculture
and Mrs. Houston

Fir Blares for England
A tall fir has been aet up i
British Embassy and will be lig
to-morrow, while many ancient
toms of England are observed. On ae-
count of the war there will be no for
mality abhout the celebration, but an
effort will be made to lift from the
hearts of the children the general
gloom felt by older members of the
corps who represent warring coun
tries
Little Mins Betty Spring-Rice and
her brother, Anthony Spring-Rice, will
entertain children of the Counsellor of
the Embassy and Mrs. Colville Barclay
und the two small sons of the Mill
tary Attaché and Mrs. Murrough
OBrien. Other ehildren of members
of the staff will join them in the mer

riment .
The Christmas trees of the Nor-
wegian and Swiss legations hurned

parties of chil-
dren were asked in. To-morrow the
Minister of Sweden and Mme. Eken-
light & Christmas tree in

gren will
fashion for their two little

American
girls, Elste and Christina

A celebration was held at the LR
nese Legntion, where the Minister and
Vme, Koo entertained a large party of
Chinese students who are on vacation

Despite the troubled state of affmirs
in Mexico, & celebration 10 keeping
with all the interesting traditions of
that country was earried out, and a
tree was lighted in thg Mexican Em-

basay, in T Btresl

' would preveke another war, the 'l

- IN MACY HOME

Axemen Rescue Three
After Five Hours
in Elevator

CRIES MUFFLED
IN LIFT SHAFT

Family Away, Son Hears

Alarm—Brings Police
to Seek Thieves

Valentine E. Macy, jr.. a student at
Hotehkiss Schosl, got home from a
dinner at 1:80 yesterday morning. His

father, V. Everit Macy, and the rest of
! the family had gone to their country
place Westehester County. I'he
house West Fifty Street

in
at 3% sixth

took on extraordinary and gloomy pre

portions as soon as the young mar

onened the deor

picked
the

them

Laying down his key Macy

up several letters which were on

He was examimng
filled

Drop

hall table

when the

a startling e¢langor
It wus the burglar alarm
Macy flung the door
outside The door

with

piace
ning

wide

the letters,

dashed
hehind

and
ithe

slammed him, and
cliek of the spring latch he real
that r hall

table

ed

his were still on the

KovE
Aid

telephane
Fast F

Patrolmen
the

talls for Police

and
iy

pubic
with

atation

He

WHE

found a

connected the

first Street

police

Sglomon snd Lynan were sent 1o

nouse
Under Macy's direction

they exam

ined all the mecessible windows and
doors. None had bheen farced and the
wurgler alnrm had  stopped  ringing.
Lyman suggested that the intruders

n by way of the seuttle, He

25 West Pifty-sixth Street,
aroused the household of George A

Helme and got permission to aseend to

the roof and try the Macy scuttle.

Minutes passed; tha two watchers
| ot the strest shivera! ‘rith cold and!
nerves, Patrolman Solomon ndgeted
openly

“Semething's happened to Tom,'
& a% not one of them hag a2 itl

waid

him out with the leather. 1'm going
to swarm up to that = nidow and have
a look."”

He pointed to & French window ope
ng on a baleony over the door. Boosted
by Maey. he e¢lambered up the stene

| work, amashed the pane with his heel
and cautiously baeked his way through
. Several minutes

hroken
Iater he poked his head ou

the Rinas

{ limbs Into Hix Home
came A stentorian Whisper to
I've pntked y Sins on every
the place but 1 cun’t f
light switeh. You'll ha
man promptly pee ed off
or coat and ear

¢ plean irt bosom in the
mb up the { hiz home Lynan,
who had fou meuttle curely

ocked, appearen aboutl that time and

was admitted by
The house was wearched from cellar
ronf. Not a human being was to
found Fven the caretaker’s room
rmpty Whenever the searchers
for a moment on whitever
happenerd strange
thetr Muffed

tha frent door

o
he
WK

paused

faor they

to he

b PALS

stifted

sounds enme
kneceks and
float with them from reom to room,

Ihese =zeemed to be clearcsl near
the elevator shaft, and Lsnen put his
ear to the stout oak door on the first
ﬂﬂnr

sereame seemedd

Assistance Arrives at Last
“Who's in there?” he called sudden-
y. drawing his revolver

“We are,” came a weak and some-
what inndequate reply

he voice was unmistakably that of a
womun, snd Lynan pocketed his re
volver and snatehed & fire axe from the
wall. With that t to the ele
vator shaft was de The car
wis stuck about from the
floor, In 1t was aynor, the
caretaker, and 0 young women

friends, Val Keefe and Mary hirkwood,
whom she had invited to spend the
night with her, It was almost i o'clock
and they had entered the elevator at 10,
Their struggles to start the car ap-
arently had short-cireuited the burg-
lar wlarm

1t was some
extricated, for the elevator could
be budged. and Miss Trayner,
weighs about two hundred pounds
to clamber down to the -[:auilh-ﬂ

GERMANY IS WILLING
TO NEUTRALIZE STRAITS

Would Bar Russia from Con-
stantinople, but Pass Her Ships

London, Dee, 24 Ar
pateh to the Exchange Telegraph Com

were
nal
who
had
of

time before they

Amsterdam dis

pany sayse:
“Prefacing
leading editorial
that Germany does not desire to ereate
a feeling of revenge in Russia, which
o

A evidently nspired

with statement

logne Gazette' declares that Germany
intends to restora the Russian Baltie
provineces, but that Russia must recog-

nize that the new situation created in

Poland cannot be charged
“The paper arguss that
txnd Germany was really
serviee to Russia, and that
Poland, Russia will form &
hiomogeneous empire
“Germany will never allow Russia to
posaess Constantinople, according to
the paper. but is ready fte negotiate
with Turkey and Russia an arrange-
ment permitting Russian warships and
merchantmen to navigate the straita®

in taking Po
rendering a
,d-t-'-\-fo'
united and

“PEACE ON EARTH,”
KAISER'S PRAYER

London, Dec. 25.—A dis-
pnlth to the Exchange Tele-
graph from Amsterdam says
Emperor William has sent the
following Chnistmas greetings
to all the German armies and
to Germans at home:

"Honor to God above,
peace on earth, and to man,
happiness. God bless the
third war Christmas of all
those away in the field and
of those at home in our dear

fatherland! WILLIAM.™

SWITZERLAND
BACKS WILSON

Sends Note to Powers
Offering to Help
End War

Dec. 24, —Switzeriand,
of the warring powers,

Waghington,
in a nots to all
hix announced its support of President
Wilsan's af

peace terms, saying “it would consider

appeal for a discussior

tself happy if it could met in any, no
matter how modest a way, for the rap-
prochement the now
gaged in the struggle, and for a lasting
peace,’

The note was sent to the belligerents
vesterday by the Swigs Federal Coun-
it

Switzeriand

of proples en-

of

the

eil. and Paul Ritter, Minister

here, sent & copy to

White House, Secretary Lansing made
t publie to-nmight
In Touch with | nited States

The translated text follows:

“The President of the UUnited Statea
of America, with whom the Swins Fei-
eral Uouneil, guided by its warm desire
that the hostilities may =oon come to
an end, has for s conmiderable time
hern in touch, had the kindness to ap-
prise the Faderal Council of the peace
note sent teo the governments of the
Central and Entente powers:

“In this note President Wilson dis-
cusses the great desirmbility of inter-
nations! agreements for the purpose of
avoiding more rﬁm'!:\n!#‘ and perma-
nently the oecurrence of eatastrophes
such #s the one under which the
peoples are rulering to-day.

“In this connection he Inys particular
soest on the necessity fer bringing
ahout the end of the present war,
Without making peaca proposals him-
wif or offering mediation, he confines
\imself to sounding as to whether man-
kind may hope to have approached the
haven of peace

Feho Wilson's Appeal

“The most meritorious pernnnnl‘
nitiative of President Wilson will tind
ighty echo in Switzerland. True to
obligations mrising from observing
strictest neutrality, united by the
wume friendship with states af both
warring groups of powers, situnted like
An :nlutzr‘ra-n:-!-' the seething waves of
the terrible world war, with its ideal
and material interssts most sensibly
jeopardized and violated, our eountry is
led with a deep longing for peace and
ready [ by its small mexns to
etop the s sufferings caused by
the war and brought before its syes by
duily vcontact with the interned, the
verely wounded and those expelled,
and to establish the foundations for a
benefieial cobperation of the peoples
“The Bwiss Federal Council is there-
fore gind to seize the opportunity to
support the eforts of the President of
the 'nited Btates tt would consider
tsel{ happy if it could act in any, no
matter how modest, a way, for the rap
prochement of the peoples now en-
gaged in the struggle, and for reaching
a lasting peace.”

Swiss Action Stirs Paris:
Rejection Is Forecast

of

W m

[}

Paris, Dec. 14, - The peace note
the Swiss government has stirred anew
the Freneh press and publie

The “Petit Journai"” suggests that
President Wilsan in sending the note
knew he would have the support of

Switzerland, and says: “Franece pities
|

its neighbor, menaced ke Belgium,
perhaps, but France, which did not
want war, knows that thére are sug
gestions that honor and intérest pre-
vent it from hearing.”

The “Petit Parisien” says that the
Kwiss note confirms one of the dec-
arations of Preaident Wilson, refer-
rng to discussions engaged in five

wesks ago between HBerne and Wash-
ington, It ndds

“The note deserves the same cour-
teous examination und reserve. France
will not forget the treatment by the
Swiss of the interned and repatriated
prople, but has & right to recull that
gs to the war the Entente Allies can
not be placed on the same fooliig AN

the Central Powers™
The “Echo de Paris” says: “Our
resolution will demonstrats once more
that the Federal Couneil will be mis
taken as to the feeling of the Allies,
the French in particular, if it be
them disposed to negotiate

Germany has attempt
n Switzerland &*
the other Furopsan neutral coun
t s Lo procure henevolent interven-
vien. Switzerland needs the victory of
the Allies to prevent her own absorp
tion by Germany.'

“Matin®™
that
efforts

with Germany
¢d the same efort

re
‘sup-
ca without
gard
nEg t
the

It must b

Coynet!

ports t
ssociating 1t
gestions In
to T
of the war, it
honorable wish t}

to the

& gov-
ohiscts
taelf to the very
con

q
irnmer

he

at
cluded now, and komags is to be ren

pesce

dered to the sentiments dictating the

note.”

ALBERT T. PATRICK

Thrice Sentenced to [ie, He
Marry 01l Man's Daughter
Okin., 24.—Albert 1
wealthy ail man, who was sen

T0 WED
win
Tulsa Dee
Patrick
tenced three times to die in Sing Sing
prison on & murder charge, announced
here to-day his engagement to Miss
Mildred West, daughter of a Tulsa oil
operator. They will he married in
June,

Patrick was pardaned after s long

His Srst wife died in 1914

GEN. LYAUTEY NAMED
FRENCH WAR DICTATOR

GENERAL HUBERT LYAUTEY
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New Minister to whom France has assigned task of speeding up war,

MASSING U-BOATS WILSON STRIVING
FOR NEW SEA WAR T0 SAVE HOLLWEG

Germany Plans Outbreak Note Aimed to Head O

of Frightfulness, Britain
Believes

fr Cabls s The Tribune !
London, Dee. 24.— Britain and her al

i
Tirpitz U-Boat Drive,
Washington Hears

P The Tribune Buress |
Washington, Dec. 24—Out of tha

lies are preparing as rapidly as posti- | mass of attemplad r:plm,jfj

ble for the new outhreank of submarine
frightfu'ness which they firmly believe

will foliow their rejection of Ger
many’s peaca offers. It is known here
that hefore any official mention of

peace was made President Wilson was

informed that Germany atill had a big
has no doubt

card to play, and Bntain

what that eard i=
The Pan-Germani

agitating violently for the shelving of

e [!:ar') 1§ AgAIN

the Bathmann-Hollweg government and
the return of won Tirpitz, For the
last three months Germany has heen
1aing submarines which are far larger
than thoss sent out ‘vnrhnr in the war.
and which ars thus able to operate 10
greater distances and for a much longer
time {rom their bases. They have been
exacting a heavier toll of neutral and
Allied shipping.

In the (erman press
staries have exnggerated these losses,
until the people belisve that Britain is
facing immediate famine, only Uer
many's pledge to President Wilson pav-
Ihe German shipyurds have
s building of sub-
six months, singe

ing
concentrated on
marines for the lust

the battle of Jutland

New | -Boat Orders Expected

From thess fucts the deduction 18
natural that ! German peace over
tures full the submarine comma

ordera to

will receive 1
everyt ng entire-
Iy wi mlities of warning or
examination before firing their torpe
loes Fhe defenca will be that al
Allied ships are armed crujsers and
that #ll neutral vessels are earrying
contraband —overything will come
under t I hich have
heer nd futile
COrresp Berlin  and
Washir

N her

cripple Britain,

France and Italy would be vorth more
than & r i isions  of
troog o Giermany
1ut a0 long as Ge any is forced
to consid tsa pledgs to the President
submarines are unab to operate ut
the max eMicioney of frightful
ness  liere 1y wishes to keep on gnnd
terms it the 't States, but
nothing wou 'r than
dge

ple

She hopes

{ ontisued on page T column 3
- -

WILSON PEACE NOTE
UPHELD BY VATICAN

Rome, Dec. 24— The "Os-
servatore Romano,” the of-
fictal organ of the Vatican, in
reference to President Wil-
son's note to the belligerents,
savs that it wishes to express
full satsfaction for this
“very important document”
by which the authontative
voice of the head of the great
American Republic calls the
warnng parties to consider
their grave responsibilities.”
Pope Benedict expressed the
hope that it would have a
heneficial effect

Y
-

semi-official |

President Wilson's sudden change of
mind shout sending s peace note—he
said at neon of the day the note Wwas |
aent that he was deing nothing in the
matter —came to-day a suggestion that
sccounts not anly for the note itself,
but takes into conaideration the tweo |
Lansing statemernts and some confiden-
tial information at the State Depart-
ment sbout Giermany’s proparations for
submarine warfare.

According to this theors, Mr, Wilson |
esme abruptly to the conclusion that |
by indorsing the German peace move
he eould insure the stability of the
Rethmann-Hollweg government in Ger-
many |

Tirpitz fiaining Power

Bethmann-Hollweg has been totter-|
ing for some time. The Tirpits party, |
demanding o ruthless submarine eam- |
palgn wgainat Britain, has won
the applause of the people. The peace
overtiure of twalve duys ago is believed
to be Bethmann-Hollweg's high card,
for there is only one thing, it Is be-
lisved, dearer to the German Mﬂplﬂ
than & vigorous prosecution of the war
againat England, and H'.un in peace,

If tha Hollweg peace ples, therefors,
had fallen altogether on barren ground,
if it had besn rejected utterly by the
Allies and had kindled no spark of
sympathy neutral countries, Beth-
mann-Hollweg's best card would have
Leen played. Nothing could have pre-
vented the slternative of u war to the
death, in which Germany should em-
\loy every means at her command to
r‘..r‘.g her enemies to submission.

President  Wilson's  indorsement, |
therefore. can he regarded by the|
Hethmann-Hollweg party with satinfac-
tion. Tha Tirpita adherents ean be re-
buked with the evidence that Beth-
mann-Hollweg's policy has won Ameri-
RN .‘ul)]'l(-r'l

Took Back Too Much

Lansing saw on Thursday, the
frer the Wilson note was made |
that publie eopinion had too |
readil erpreted Mr. Wilson's move
ws wn open indorsement of the German
("hancellor's note, Back in his min

were the cases of the aring and the |
Arabin. and the confidentinl informa- |
tion ahout the new fleet of submarines
w in preparation for a “spring drive” |
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make it clear that the United |
interests of its own to safe- |
{ at the same time to convey |
rning to I.rrman?' that this |
considered the
of war in defence of its
vielated rights, he lssued & statement
which 8o uwlarmed the country and Mr.
W he had to withdraw it.
Lansing =tatement, in its
hasts to overtake the first, overshot the
) ot retracted tha first
but it nullified much that
i ote itself about
tion of neutrals
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New Council Gives Him
Complete Command
in Everything

COUNTRY STRIPS
FOR FINAL DRIVE

Believes Germany in Dis-
tress and That Victory
Is Near

Ry FRED B. PITNEY
By Cabls to The Triduse

Paris, Dec. 24.—General Lyautey
has become war dictator of France,
and with & growing conviction thas
the various peace moves can have no
other reason than German necessity
France is stripping herself for the
final drive which she fee!s sure wilk
bring victory.

The passing of the supreme powe=
into Lyautey's hands was simple and,
not attended with any of the agitas
tion which marked the recent miniss
terial crisis. At a meeting of tha
new war council last night Lyautey,
who had been called from Marocco to
become Minister of War, attended
for the fifst time. Tha council dee
cided “that all questions concerning
the preparation and carrying on of
the war will be under the direction
of the War Minister, and that he
will notify the interested ministers
and the generals in chiel of the des
cisions taken and assure the coe
ordination necessary Lo their execus
tion.”

This action is expected to end the
agitation which has been disturbing
France for months,

Dictator Hasn Been Demanded

The demand has been for a dies
tator, & man who could insure tha
focussing of the whole power of the
nation on the battle front, and it 1a
helieved that in this action and in
the choice of Lyautey, who is re-
garded as the ablest administrator
in France, the demand will be sat=
isfied.

Evidence of this eama last night, al«,
in the nnanimous vote of tha Benata of
confidenes in the Briand Ministry, Tha
Senate also woted unanimously thag
France could not dlsenss peacs with an
enemy so long as it had a soldier on
French territory.

France for a long time refused '
take much stock in the stories of Gers
man internal troubles, economic diffis
culties, starvation and that kind of
thing. The information here, which

| was wery ecarefully gathered, did nod

lead us to believe them.

But now it is different., Thers i» ng
doubt to-day that Germany is in serie
ous difficulties, Of coursa, ft is nod
probable that anything can coma die
reetly from the present pesce moves,
bhut they show unqguestionably how
things are going., No one here fails ta
draw the inferenea that the tima fo#
Germany to break is rapidly approache
ing. No ona belleves that =0 many
moses—German, American and Swis «
would have been mads simultansousip
unless inspired by Germany.

Evidence in Aostria

There Is more direct evidenes, Ing
the firet place, there is the direct statss
ment of the Papal Nuneio In Vienng
that the Austrian Emperor asked the
Pope to intercede for peace, Then
there arn the disorganization and res
cent rapld changes in the Austriag
Cabinet, all pointing directly to divie
siona in Austris-Hungary on the quess
tion of Germanophiie poliey.

These divimons and the request te
the Popa unmistakably indlcats differe

| ences between the Central Empires.

Beyond that are the German, Ameria
can and Swiss notes. The conclusion
iz not to be avolded that there are se.
rlous Internal difficulties in Germany
s well as between the members of the
Alliance. Every one knows that ['rexis
dent Wilson has most trustwarthy ine
formation from all the ecapitals. A

ear ago he sent Colonel House around
urope, The colonel made most care=
ful investigations, particulurly examin-
ing conditions in Germany.

[ilson put forward no peace pro-
posals at that time. But now, just af.
ter he haa had a long visit from Am-
bassador Gerard, he does make his
move., It is hard te helieve that this
in merely a “feeler.” Wilson must have
had some (nformation or he would
never hava sent the note.

Observations from Switzerland

Finally, as to German conditions «
Switzerland iz one of the best places
from which to observe Germany, and
r;pnrn from Switzeriand sll say ons
thing:

“Germany s in deep trouble. Gere
many is surely breaking. She needs
peace now and needs it in a hurry.”

much weight in influeneing the decision The German peuce note is merely an
of the Allles sdditional proof of this, and when a
- = note also comes from Switzerlund, so
Postpones Final Reckoning close to Germany and with such
Hut if the Wilson move has strength- mate relations with Germany,
ened a little the hand of Bethmann- ll'ﬂ"}r! could you ask?
Hollweg, it has accomplished & good | have reason to believe that the res
deal toward postponing & final reckon- | Plies to both the German and the Wil.
ing with Germany It is assumed that | 39" note are ready. The Foreign Af.
while the Allies are making their  airs Committes of the Chamber da.
ynawer ta Germany and while Germany | Yoted & large part of its time yestors

makes her counter reply, and so on, the
I F in the background
resne *restdent Wilson.
that there will be the custom
ary wirter lull in marine operations
And after thut something else may
tarn up to stave off a little longer the
strict accounting between Germany and
the United States
I'he President, i# known on the
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submuarines will kee
aut of t for

After

it

day to the consideration of the Ameris
can note, and the reply to the Kaisep
was well advanced some days sge. The
tone of the reply to Germany will be
| different from that to Wilson

It will unmistakably make Germany
responsible for the war, That must ba
established an u point of departure he.
fore there can be any question af dise
CURSIONA, (iorrnlu_v cAnnot come iy
court except ona that basis It Tiay

| seem simpls to Americans just 1o bogiy




